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Sewage Facilities Planning Module 
Application Mailer



• The “Postcard” 

• 3 Uses

• Request a DEP Code No.

• Request a Waiver

• Request an Exemption

SFPM Application Mailer 



• Submit postcard

– New project

– Change in use

– Increase in flow

SFPM Application Mailer 



• DEP will review and 
assign appropriate 
planning module forms, 
along with a code 
number

Request a DEP Code Number



• How were your flows 
calculated?

• When was the lot 
created?

• Was the lot created as a 
building lot?

Requesting a Waiver



Only DEP

can make a determination that 

planning is not required!

Waivers 



• Section 71.51 of DEP’s regulations

• New land development projects

• On-lot and public sewer projects are eligible

• Not the same as a waiver/determination that 

planning is not required (is an official action of 

DEP)

• Not the same as an exception

Exemptions from Planning



• Designated on-lot area

• Nitrate concentrations

• Carbonate geology

• Not HQ/EV

• All lots are at least 1 acre

• Primary & replacement areas

• CSL permit is not required

Who’s Eligible for Exemptions? (On-Lot)



• Municipal/Authority-owned

– PUC system that submits Ch. 94 Report

• Complying with CSL

• Available capacity 

• No projected overloads

• Act 537 Plan is being implemented 

• (not under an order to  revise the Plan for the development 

area)

• CSL permit is not required

Who’s Eligible for Exemptions? (Sewer)



• Permit to construct and operate 

• LVCOLDS

• Pump stations

• Low pressure force main

• Not laterals

• Regardless of the number of grinder pumps

• Gravity systems ≥ 250 EDUs (65,625 gpd)

Who Needs a CSL Permit?



• Complete postcard

– Address/coordinates
• Not latitude/longitude

– Section 6
• Sewerage system

– Existing or New

– Public or Private

– Pumped or Gravity

• Narrative
• Greater detail re: project

• How were flows calculated?

• PNDI and clearances

What Should I Submit for an Exemption?



• Signatures

– Municipal Mgr/Sec
• “The development area is 

an OLDS area.”

– SEO
• “Each lot has a suitable 

primary and replacement 
area.”

– Owner/Agent
• “Each lot is at least 1 

acre.”

On-Lot Exemptions



• Also looking for

– A plot plan showing soils 
testing, lots, etc.

– Appendix A’s signed by 
the SEO for all testing

On-Lot Exemptions



• Signatures

– Municipal Mgr/Sec

• “We have seen written 
capacity documentation 
from the permittees that 
will serve this project.”

• “Our municipally-owned 
(not authority-owned) 
sewers have capacity for 
this project and no 
projected overloads.”

– Not signed by other township 
personnel unless DEP has a 
letter on file

– Not signed by Authority 
personnel

Public Sewer Exemptions



• Also looking for

– Certification of capacity letters

• There is capacity to receive 
and treat the flows from 
the project.

• The additional wasteload 
will not create an overload 
or a 5-year projected 
overload.

– Plot plan showing lots, 
proposed sewers, connection to 
existing sewer, etc.

Public Sewer Exemptions



• Flows 

• Plot plan 

• Municipal signature 

• Certification of capacity

• 6.a 

• PNDI

• Other

What Was Wrong with Them?



Sewage Facilities Planning Modules



Planning Modules

Component 1 Component 2 Component 3 Component 3s Others

OLDS; 10 lots 
or less; 

5/15/72; 
single-family 

dwellings

OLDS; retaining 
tanks, COLDS, 

LVOLDS

Sewers; 
LVOLDS

SFTF with flows 
< 2,000 gpd

Component 2m 
Component 3m

Resolution of Adoption

Transmittal Letter

Component 4a (municipal planning agency)

Component 4b (county planning agency)

Component 4c (county health department)



• Preliminary completeness

• Formal completeness

• Technical review

• Municipal action

Processing Through the Township



• Administrative review

• Technical review

• DEP action

Processing Through DEP

2016-2017

42 planning modules reviewed

35% = no technical review letter needed



The Pitfalls



• ✓ boxes

• All sections that need a signature are Signed

Common Problems – All Planning Modules



• PNDI

• Consider the comments of the municipal/county 

planning agency & the county health department

• Resolutions of Adoption

Common Problems – All Planning Modules



• Plot Plan

• Narrative

• Alternative Analysis

• Proposed Flows

Common Problems – All Planning Modules



• Map showing the path of the sewage

• Table in Section J

• Systems under a prohibition

• NPDES & CSL permit numbers

Common Problems – Component 3



• ALL soils information

– Appendix A’s

– Plot plan

• Marginal conditions

Common Problems – Component 2



• Perennial vs. Not Perennial

Common Problems – Component 3s



Act 12 of 2016



Sewage planning may be required prior to the sale 

of any system (or portion thereof).  Municipalities 

and authorities who are contemplating the sale of 

their systems should contact DEP to determine if 

planning is required.

Act 12
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